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Colombian Chispa (Emirto de Lima)

Guazd, CaranganOy or Sonaja. The indigenous notched gourds, similar to
the Cuban Giliroy are called Carraca or Guacharaca.

Colombia's recorded music history dates back to a Jesuit priest Jose
Dadey (1574-1660) who established a system of teaching church music.
Towards the end of the eighteenth century attempts were made to in-
troduce music on state occasions. An instrumental ensemble called La
Banda de la Corona was formed in Bogota in 1784. The first original
compositions written in Colombia were two patriotic songs, La Vencedora
and La Liberadora, the latter dedicated to Bolivar. Early in the nine-
teenth century, European musicians began to settle in Colombia. Among
them was an Englishman, Henry Price (1819-1863), a prolific com-
poser of popular songs and marches, who organized the first professional
music school in Bogota in 1847. His son, George W. Price, took over the
direction of the school after his father's death. In 1910, the Colombian
composer, Guillermo Uribe-Holguin, assumed the leadership of the in-
stitution, which was then officially renamed Conservatory National de
Mtisica.

European operatic music was popularized in Colombia by Italian opera
companies. An Italian tenor, Oreste Sindici, was the author of the Colom-
bian National Anthem.

The first opera written by a native composer was Esther by Jose Maria
Ponce de Leon (1846-1882), which was produced in Bogota on July 2,
1874. Other Colombian musicians of the nineteenth century whose names
are preserved in the musical annals are Nicolas Quevedo Rachedell
(1803-1874), Juan Crisostomo Osorio y Ricaurte (1836-1887), Jose
Joaqum Guarin (1825-1854), and Julio Quevedo Arvelo (1829-1897).
Diego Fallon (1834-1905) has left a mark upon Colombian musical